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"Shot down 13 Pakistani aircrafts, destroyed 11 air-
fields", Air Marshal Bharti on 1 year of Operation Sindoor 
JAIPUR : Air Marshal
Awadhesh Kumar Bhar ti,
who ser ved as the Dir ector
General of Air Operations

during last year's militar y
operation against Pakistan,

on Thursday said that Indian
for ces had shot down 13 air -
crafts and 11 air fields of the
r ogue nation under the
Operation Sindoor . 

Addr essing a pr ess confer -
ence in Jaipur on the anniver -
sary of Operation Sindoor , the
Deputy Chief of Air Staf f
claimed that the operation
successfully destr oyed nine
ter r orist hideouts inside
Pakistan and Pakistan-occu -
pied Kashmir (PoK), shot
down 13 Pakistani air crafts,
damaged their 11 air fields
while ensuring that no dam -
age occur red to Indian civil -
ian or militar y infrastr uctur e.

He emphasised that the
ar med for ces wer e given
complete operational fr ee-

dom during Operation
Sindoor and that ever y strate -
gic decision was taken jointly
by the Ar my, Navy, and Air
Force leadership.

"When our desir e for
peace is mistaken for weak -
ness, we have no choice but
to act. And when we act,
ther e is no r oom for leniency .
It is decisive, lethal and trans -
lates into Operation Sindoor ,"
he said.

Responding to the cr ucial
question that why India
agreed to cease hostilities, he
said: "I fully understand the
anger and emotions of our
people, especially the
younger generation, given
our past experiences with
Pakistan."

Clarifying India's position,
the Air Marshal stated that
the operation was aimed
specifically at ter rorists and
their suppor t infrastr uctur e.

"We tar geted only those
elements while ensuring
ther e was no collateral dam -
age. We achieved our objec -
tives and our mission was
complete," he said.

He fur ther added that the
situation escalated when the
Pakistani establishment
decided to "side with ter ror"
and make it their own fight.

"At that point, it was no

longer mer ely a counter -ter -
rorism operation; it became
an act of self-defense. Our
response was lethal and r uth -
less," he said.

Accor ding to the Air
Marshal, following significant
losses, Pakistan sought cessa -
tion of hostilities.

He said: "W e paused when
the r equest came, we stepped
back, but we didn't blink. W e
had deliver ed the clear mes -
sage that misadventur e will
not go unanswer ed. Acts of
ter r or will car r y conse-
quences."

He underlined that nations
which ar e "for ced" into con -
flicts must always have con -
flict ter mination criteria and
strategy insight, "other wise
one can go astray and not
realise how to ter minate the
fight".Emphasising on the les -
sons of the operation, Air
Marshal Bhar ti said:
"Operation Sindoor r eaf-
fir med the primacy of air
power , which includes ever y-
thing and not only the Air
Force."He asser ted that ter -
r orists hiding in Pakistan
would be "wor ried" as India
is now able to see thr ough its
adversar y. "We now have first
hand confir mation of the
capabilities, capacities and
tactics," he added.

Jay Pawar pitches Maha Dy CM Sunetra as
possible chiefministerial face for 2029
BARAMA TI : Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) leader
Ajit Pawar's son Jay Pawar
on Thursday stir red political
speculation by pr ojecting his
mother and Maharashtra
Deputy Chief Minister
Sunetra Pawar as a futur e
Chief Ministerial candidate.  

Ther e is a str ong senti -
ment among par ty workers
for Sunetra Pawar to be pr o-

jected as the Chief Ministerial
face for the 2029 Assembly
elections, he said while
speaking to r epor ters after
holding a Jansamvad pr o-
gramme.

"During r ecent discus -
sions with colleagues, it was
clear that the people of
Baramati shar ed a collective
dr eam of seeing 'Dada' (Ajit
Pawar) as the Chief Minister .

That dr eam r emained unful -
filled due to his accidental
passing. Now , Sunetra Kaki is
working incr edibly har d. I
believe she will contest the
2029 Assembly elections fr om
Baramati, and it is our hope
that she ascends to the post of
Chief Minister ," Jay Pawar
said. Refer ring to Sunetra
Pawar's r ecent by-election
victor y in the Baramati
Assembly constituency , Jay
Pawar said the demand was
emer ging dir ectly fr om the
grassr oots level. He r eiterat -
ed that following Sunetra
Pawar's r ecord-br eaking vic -
tor y in the Baramati bypoll,
par ty workers wer e no longer
looking at her mer ely as a
local leader or Deputy Chief
Minister , but as a futur e
leader of Maharashtra.

PM Modi baiters being increas-
ingly rejected by voters
across the country
NEW DELHI : In r ecent elec -
tions, several pr ominent
Opposition leaders who posi -
tioned themselves as str ong
critics of Prime Minister
Nar endra Modi -- such as
Ar vind Kejriwal, Mamata
Banerjee, Akhilesh Y adav,
among others -- have all
faced major electoral set -
backs, with the Bharatiya
Janata Par ty (BJP) gaining
ground in their str ongholds.

Tamil Nadu's M.K. Stalin
has also str uggled to main -
tain momentum against the
BJP's expanding influence.
These poll defeats highlight
how Prime Minister Modi's
opponents ar e incr easingly
being r ejected by voters
across India.

Significantly , Samajwadi
Party (SP) leader Akhilesh
Yadav avoided campaigning
in W est Bengal in last

month's Assembly election,
igniting sharp debates.
Reports suggest that he may
be r ecalibrating, balancing
ties with the Congr ess, and
focusing on PDA (Pichhda,
Dalit, Alpsankhyak) coalition,
or backwar d and minority
suppor t. The SP suf fer ed an
ignominious defeat in 2017,
managed to claw back
somewhat in 2022, but
failed to de-seat the Y ogi
Adityanath-led National
Democratic Alliance (NDA)
gover nment in Uttar
Pradesh. The state again goes
to the hustings next year .
Aam Aadmi Par ty (AAP)
Convenor Ar vind Kejriwal
lost the Assembly polls fr om
Delhi in 2025, with his par ty
reduced to mer ely 22 seats.
The BJP capitalised on anti-
incumbency and fractur ed
INDIA bloc alliances.
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